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Was wollte man vor 100 Jahren an psychiatrischer Literatur
zur Hand haben?
Zum Bestand niederdsterreichischer Anstaltsbibliotheken um 1900.

Von Eberhard Gabriel

What Type of Psychiatric Literature Did One Want to Have At Hand 100 Years Ago?
The Literature Available at Mental Asylums in Lower Austria Around 1900,

Summary: Around 1900 five mental asylums were in operation in Lower Austria which
all kept the original form of organization at the time of foundation between 1853 (,/--
renanstalt* in Vienna) and 1907 (the new ,Heil- und Pflegeanstalt® Am Steinhof in Vi-
enna). The ,frrenanstalt’ contained a university department of psychiatry from 1870 until
1907, which was headed by a professor of psychiatry at the university medical school. In
every similar institution there was a medical library with books primarily on psychiatry,
but of differing size and composition: the oldest was located in Ybbs at the Danube river
(Spurzheim-Bibliothek), the most important in Vienna. With only one exception all librar-
ies survived for the most part. The oldest library is based on the private library of the
director Carl Spurzheim (since the 40's of the 19th century) which was large and repre-
sented his own broad range of interests. The library in Vienna was organized and partly
financed by an association of the medical staff of the ,Jrrenanstalt’ ( Irrendrztlicher
Leseverein®, 1872-1907). We know of that library not only via the preserved stock of
books and journals, but also through a presentation of the ,Leseverein‘ and its library in
the annual report of 1896 of the respective institutions in Lower Austria. The annual
financial investment reached about 25% oft the annual earnings of an assistant physician
or pastor. The stock of the library was organized into four categories: (a) textbooks and
monographs, (b) pamphlets and separata, (c) journals and (d) reports by psychiatric insti-
tutions. In 1896 category (2) contained 336 works mainly in German, category (c) 12
Jjournals, among them the Annales Medico-Psychologiques and the Journal of Mental
Science. An overview shows that 25% of the most important category (a) were works of
purely neuropathological or neurological character, a great variety of textbooks and
monographs representing the different approaches of the time (e.g., texts by Richard von
Kraffi-Ebing, Emil Kraepelin and Carl Wernicke) as well as different basic sciences,
such as Wilhelm Wundt and Emst Mach for instance, in addition to neuropathology. The
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